495-6]                      Individual Ends                          77

What ends are universally recognised by our judgment as
moral? If we meet with contradictions in answering this
question, then we shall be justified in abandoning the method
which we have followed, and seeking for something outside
of the conflicting moral judgments that will settle the
difficulty. We shall find, though, that here as elsewhere
theories are more contradictory than facts. With all the
diversity among the ethical views of philosophers, there is
little variation, even during long periods of time, in men's
judgments as to what ends shall be called moral; and within
a given stage of moral development these judgments are
hardly less constant than those which deal with logical
relations.

2. INDIVIDUAL ENDS.

It is usual to state that the first end which a man seeks
in his own behalf should be that of self-preservation. Based
directly on those sensuous impulses which serve to maintain
individual life, this is looked upon as the lowest of moral
ends. Generally speaking, it would seem to have moral
value only when it is a means to some further end. The
individual is ra^uired to preserve his own life in order to act
for social and humanitarian ends, or for other individual ends.
"There are two of these individual ends which are to be in-
directly reached through self-preservation, namely, self-satis-
faction and self-perfection. But while self-preservation is
merely a means to certain other ends, these two, on the
other hand, must always be results that accompany other
objects directly sought. Hence they must always be pursued
Indirectly. We may be satisfied by something and perfected
in something; and the direct object of our action will be
in both cases the something that we conceive to be the means
of attaining happiness and perfection. Further, we may be
satisfied or rendered happy by those of our actions which